Technological Change and Sustainable Ageing:
Challenges and Opportunities
EAPS Working Group “Sustainable Ageing”, EPC 2026 side meeting

Date: Wednesday, 3 June 2026, 14:00–17:00
Venue: Room Q, Plesso Belmeloro, Via Andreatta 8, Bologna

Aim of the meeting
The goal of the side meeting is to reflect on the role of technological change (robotisation, digitalisation, AI and related innovations) in helping societies to age sustainably and to identify priorities for future research and collaboration within the Working Group. Discussions will consider how technological change interacts with the key dimensions of sustainable ageing – health and caregiving, employment and productivity, social participation and communication, risks of social isolation, ageism and intergenerational fairness, and broader institutional and policy frameworks. For more details on our concept of sustainable ageing see: https://osf.io/preprints/socarxiv/2bg39_v1

Programme
14:00–14:20 – Welcome and introduction
· Welcome by the coordinators of the Working Group Sustainable Ageing.
· Introduction to the purpose of the meeting and to the activities of the Working Group.
· Short presentation of a conceptual paper on sustainable ageing, outlining the multidimensional framework and how technological change cuts across these dimensions.

14:20–15:00 – Presentations on technological change and sustainable ageing
Each presenter (highlighted in bold below) will have 5 minutes for the presentation. These are not intended to be standard conference presentations. Rather, presenters are asked to focus on how their paper relates to the concept of sustainable ageing, and especially to its technological change dimension. Discussion of background, literature review, and methods is expected to be kept to a minimum. After all presentations there will be some time for Q&A.
· Measuring and Explaining the Age-Based Digital Divide Without Arbitrary Cut-offs: A Machine-Learning Approach Using European Social Survey Data. Pietro Belloni, Bruno Arpino (University of Padova, Italy).
· The second-level digital divide in the banking habits of the Hungarian older population. Éva Berde, Judit Koltai, Tamás Vinkóczi, Andrea Pozsgai (Széchenyi István University, Hungary).
· Left Behind by Digitalisation? Digital Vulnerability and Social Isolation among Older Adults in South Tyrol. Giulia Cavrini, Evan Tedeschi, Nadia Paone (Free University of Bolzano-Bozen, Italy).
· When Housework Gets Automated: Implications for Labour Supply. Setsuya Fukuda (National Institute of Population and Social Security Research, Japan), Ekaterina Hertog (University of Oxford, UK), Rikiya Matsukura (Nihon University, Japan), Nobuko Nagase (Ochanomizu University, Japan).
· AI and the Unequal Well-Being Effects of Technological Change. Daniela Bellani (Catholic University, Italy), Honorata Bogusz (University of Warsaw, Poland), Samuel Plach (Bocconi University, Italy).

15:00–15:30 – Coffee break 
(Generous sponsorship of the So-Unfer Project Social Uncertainty and Fertility in Europe)

15:30–16:30 – Working group discussions (breakout sessions)
· Group 1 (facilitator: Bruno Arpino): Digitalization, digital divides, risks of exclusion and inequalities;
· Group 2 (facilitator: Valeria Bordone): Automation, AI and their impacts on caregiving, employment and wellbeing;
· Group 3 (facilitator: Pearl Dykstra): Technological changes, policies and intergenerational fairness.

16:30–17:00 – Plenary wrap-up and next steps
· Short reports from each breakout group.
· Discussion of common themes, research gaps and policy-relevant messages emerging from the discussions.
· Identification of concrete follow-up actions for the Working Group.

Organizers
Bruno Arpino (University of Padova), Valeria Bordone (University of Vienna), Pearl Dykstra (Erasmus University Rotterdam)
EAPS Working Group “Sustainable Ageing”.

Contact: sustainableageing@gmail.com
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